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5 GENT LEMES; 


NY apology * for your having freely Anil. 
e on Eliſha Coles's Practical Trea- 

WE on God's Sovereignty, ſcems to have been 
entirely needleſs on your part, as it has been the 
wonder of ſenſible thinking people, time out of 
mind, that a book ſo calculated to abafe the pride — 
of man, and exalt the Redeemer's perſon and 
grace, ſhould have been ſuffered to circulate in 

the Chriſtian w orld, near the ſpace of an hun- 

dred years, without any attempt made by the 

| ſelf-ſufficient children of pride, votaries for Free 

Will, to ſtifle its influence ſo detrimental to their 

Cauſe ; eſpecially as we have now, and have 

tad for ſome years back, ſo many Popiſh emilla- 

Ties amongſt us, in one diſguiſe or other, as is 

very apparent from their doctrine. If a man is 
firmly attached to the Italian ſcheme of Univerſal 
Rensen and Free Will, it is not a in 


= Mr. Sellon i in his 1 to his ok abſurd Treatiſe on 
| Gol 5 Sovereignty, makes a long and ſenſeleſs apology. _ 
N. .F. This Treatiſe 1 is ſold at Mr. — ; T abernacle. 


„„ the 


e PEW w_ on re re q 
— 2 —— —— — 0 


” & . a * 8 0 on . OY a davis * : 
: 3 tl a . 8 ee ee n „„ 
8 i n — e oat — r — — . 8 —˖1————— Ts : f - 
—ůä— EE — SHIT; 16.5, Ss CF A — — 4 . : — ** « f — 


— - 
2 , = 
ms 


re 


oer 
2 PE 7 — 


Bb Ws, * — 
N _ —_— Wo - 1 2 : 8 
— nap eh a ei bes yo eee anger INS — — E 


þ * . k x N 
1 | | | 
[ 1 . 15 1 


| DIES the nature of things, Unt 8 moſt find himſelf 
i per ſenſibly affected, as you yourſelves are, at 
| "= ſeeing a book ſo dangerous to the intereſts of 
| pride and Rome, to have reached no leſs than 
the fourteenth edition xk. A circumſtance ſuffi- 
cient to alarm cvery gentleman on your ſide of 
the queſtion, eſpecially when it is conſidered, that 
by a moderate computation, there may have | 
been ſpread abroad forty-two thouſand copies, 
allowing only three thoufand to * im- 

; prefiion.., 5 5 

Too thoſe that have weak. hands, fearful . 

and feeble knees, it is a moſt acceptable perfor m. 
ance, and for that very reaſon, muſt needs be 
3 offenſive to people of the oppoſite charac- 

ter, as the Goſpel of Life itſelf is, you know, 
to one kind of men the Savour of Death unto. 
| Death, even when it is the Savour of Life, and 
the power of God to the ſalvation of the loſt and 
ates ſinner. The humbled Publican will 
undoubtedly be ſatisfied with a free ſalvation, 
merely by ſovereign mercy: but ſuch a ſcheme 5 
will always be a ſtumbling block to the re. 
15 ſpectable Phariſee, who can either of himſelf, or by 
foreign aſſiſtance, will, and do to his own ſatis- 
faction. I had certainly been on your ſide of the 
1 myſelf to this hour, if it had not plea- 
| ſed God to lead me into myſelf, to behold my 

_ wretched ſinfulneſs, and incapacity to do that 
Which is good in his ſight: but you will forgive 
= me if I ſay, that I muſt loſe fight of my total de- 
pravity, before your reaſoning is likely to have 
any weight at all upon my mind. Nevertheleſs, 
ET Four Treatiſe will be very likely to e the 


bs * A circumſtance obſerved with grief in x My Sellon's ve. 
ace, „ | 


effects 


ceflects defir ed among your e own . as, cer 
your uſual manner, you will naturally enough _ 


encourage their peruſal of it, and, diſcourag-; 


blacken, and vilify as much as poſſible, whatever Bs 
may happen to be wrote in defence of Eliſha TS 
© Coles, Thoſe miniſters whole ſingle aim is the 
promulgation of truth, and the advancement of 
Bible religion, may indeed have no objection to 
their people making themſelves acquainted with 
the utmolt ſtrength of the enemies arguments; 
but if gentlemen have got any particular human 
cauſe, eſpecially a cauſe that may not be named, 
do ſerve, it behoves them to do what they can to 
ſtop the ſprings of free! inquiry. For as the Popiſh „„ 
fathers are uſed to ſay, © Whilſt people are ig- 
© norant, they are devout. Or, as. the Rer. 
rend Mr. Weſley, more agrecably to modern 
_ Engliſh ears, hath ingeniouſly rendered it, 
Whilſt people are ignorant, they are tractable.” . 
This is an happy change of the ſentence, as by 
changing devout into tradable, the ſenſe. of the 
Italian fathers is retained in ſuch a manner that 
alarms none but the intelligent. By devotion 
among the Papiſts, nothing more is intended 
than an implicit ſubmiſſion to the directions of 
the prieſts; and it will appear upon due inquiry, 
that tratablencfs among Mr. Welley's $ N 85 
5 means exactly the ſam. 5 
Io be ſure, to ſome people, it will: appear, 5 
as you ſeem to apprehend in your preface, 
ſome what queer, to write againſt a man af 
| ter he has been dead near an hundred years. 
But let people have thought what they would, 
I wonder you ſhould have ſheltered yourſelves 15 
under Mr. Teplady s ſhadow, whom you have ſu 
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fs very charitably . with blaſphemy *. How wy 


ever, it docs not appear that there is a perfect 
ſimilarity, between his having tranſlated Jerome 
Zanchiy, and your having wrote againſt the dead 
Eliſia Coles. Mr. Toplady has raiſed Zancſi : 
from the grave of obſcurity and darkneſs, and 
brought him forth to the field of uſefulneſs 8 
the Proteſtant cauſe; and whatever thanks he 


receives for his labours, from true Britiſh Pro- 


teſtants, it was very natural to expect that every 
friend to the church of Rome would take the 
alarm, at ſecing ſuch a formidable enemy to 


1 Anti-chriſtian hierarchy raiſed from the : 
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dead. His tranſlation of Zanchy was therefore, 
from a real friendſhip to his Doctrine, n 
love to the Proteſtant cauſe. But you have 

ranſacked the grave of Eliſua Coles to bring him 


| forth to be convicted of abſurdity, error, and 


blaſphemy : juſt as the worthy doctors of Eon 


So ſtance ſerved the doctrines of John Wickliffe. 5 


Whether you would ſerve Eliſha's bones preciſely a 


in the ſame manner as they did his, you your- - 
oh ſelves a are the moſt competent judges, 155 


* be . . to nen this. letter is addreſſed, mY 


| did not only perſecute the late Mr. Toplady during his life, 2 
but even beſpattered his deuth- bed with abominable falſehood. 
It was given out in moſt of Mr. Weſley's ſocieties both far and _ 

| near, that the worthy man had recanted and diſowned the 


doctrines of Sovereign Grace, which obliged him, though - 


ſtruggling with death, to appear in the pulpit, emaciated as he f 
was, and openly avow the doctrines he had preached as the 
ſole ſupport of his departing ſpirit. Wretched muſt that cauſe 


be, which has need to be ſupported by f unmanly ſhifts, and: - 
ſzek for ſhelter under ſuch diſingenuous ſubterfuges. O! Mr. 

Weſley, anſwer for this conduct at the bar of the Supreme. 

1 Judge yourſelf and you ſhall not be judged. Dare you allo to 

f Judge y your followers that Mr. Toplady actually died in de- 

. Fi air? Fie upon fanctißed ſlander! Fie! 4 


r 


We 


444- 


A certain writer tells us that a living dog is 


peter than a dead lion, yet I aſſure you, that I 


would much rather encounter two dead lions 
than one living dog; and mult, therefore, inſtead So 
. of blaming you for writing againſt Eliſha Coles, © 


(now reduced to duſt, admire your prudence in 
paſſing by Dr. Gill's writings, and the writings © . 
of muy others who are itill alive, and boldly Þ}, 
making your attack where there was an appear 
_ ance of ſafety; I ſay prudence, and that too 
the reſult of ich pain, for the Rev, Mr. Weſley 
nas too ſenſibly felt the weight of Dr. Gils * | 


polemic arm, ever to enter into a fair diſpute 


with him, till he is ſecured in the grave like = 


| Eliſha Coles, as is clear from the paultry Jeſuiti- | 


3 pamphlets by him diſperſed, to {ſupport his ere- / - -- i g 
5 dit among his own blinded followers. q 


| Tam told that Eliſha Coles, your dead . 5 


aiſt; in his lifetime, was a man who made no 


5 profeſſion to that perfection which Cardinal Bel 
larmine the FJeſuit, and other Papiſts, as well as 
the Rev Mr. John Weſley, aſſert to be attainable 


in this life; and therefore I expect, that on a 


claoſe peruſal, I ſhall find ſome words, if not ſen- : 


tences, which may evidently bear the tokens of a - 


8 pen, and which I ſhall excuſe myſele 


from vindicating. But the doctrine itſelf Which 


he aims to eſtabliſh, ſhall be the object of my de- 
fence. And 1 hope to defend tue doctrines of . 


| * Dr. Gin was 1 -when OT LIE” written; the mund peing . 


5 provented by a long i866 from proſecuting a much larger de- 1 
ten, is the true reaſon why this, and a full defence of that 
excellent treatiſe on God's Sovereiznty by Eliſha Coles, has not 
| before now heen preſented to the world. But now, Gentlemen, 
Dr. Gill is dead; I faw him buried, therefore you may freely 
__ Vrite againſt him, for he cannot reply, conſequently you are 5 
fare of * the field to y ourſely es. | 


1 


Fe 8 without attempting to make 
the world believe that Arius, Pelagius, and Ar- 


TS minius died {ſtrict Calviniſts; or that I have the 
leaſt hope of either Mr. Weſley or Mr. Sellen, 


forſaking the doctrine of the church of Rome. 
Fou did well not to quote your authorities, for 


Calvin, Uſher, Pearce, and Mr. Toplady having 55 


come over to the Univerſal Scheme, and dying 1 


in the belief of Univerſal Redemption; but 
{ure it muſt be a wretched religion that requires 
means ſo ignoble for its ſupport. Truth and 
uprightneſs alone are Wan to ſupport the Pre 0— 
teſtant religion. 8 
PO have taken the liberty to conſider the- - 


5 Rev. Mr. Weſley, and the Rev. Mr. Sellon, in the 
ame point of view with the Popiſh doctors; : an 


as this liberty may, to ſome reader who has not 

taken equal pains to inſorm himſelf in the ſprings _ 

of their doctrine that 1 have done, appear to be 
| harſh and levere ; it may not be amiſs for me 


| here to aſſign my reaſon for ſo doing. 


ny - have then but one reaſon to aſſign, 5 that . 
= is, I find a perfect harmony between their 


daocdrines and the writings of the Popith authors 


in every article handled in Coles's Treatiſe on , 


| CL God's Sov creignty, 'of which T purpoſe giving OY 


numerous inſtances in the following letters. And 
= if I prove that Mr. Weſley's doctrine is the 


ery ſame with that of Rome, I hope that ſome 


BY wh have talents and opportunity, will inquire 
how near a-kin his practice may be to that of 
the hoary high- prieſt of the world. This re- 

markable unity of Mr. Wolley' s and Mr. Sellon's 
_ doctrine with that of the Papiſts, accounts for 
the grave of Mr. Coles having been ſo belabourcd, 

as we find it in the pretended Defence of God's 

Sovereignty. An ory which many have been 

award 


4 


aware of, And which from an ill-judged tender- 985 
neſs for religion, has hitherto been too much 
cConnived at. But ſurely the true religion of 
Feſtus will never ſuffer loſs by making Popery 


i manifeſt wherever it exiſts. 


Who they are that conſider the reply to Mr. 

5 Harvey s eleven letters to Mr. Weſley as keen 
and ſatirical, I do not know, but their opinion 
differs exceedingly from mine, unleſs ſophiſtry 
is underſtood for keenneſs, and ill- nature for 

ſatire; - but that in theſe elcven letters Mr. Har- 
vey has poured all manner of abuſe, as you ay _ 
he has done, on Mr. Weſley, will not be be- 

| lieved by any who has read them without pre- 
_ - yudice. If he had ſo done, you yourſelves have 

15 deemed {uch an example not unworthy of imita- 
tion, as is apparent from your application of the 

lines. quoted from Hudibras *. Surely you are not 
ſo very fond of your own privileges, Gentlemen, 

as to ſuppoſe that the excluſive right of diſpenſing 55 


1 aillery and abuſe inſtead of argument, is only 


with you and your goed friends at Rome. What 
harm would there be if a prophet of God ſhould _ 

a 2 little taunt the miniſters of Baal, and if a Pro- 
teſtant in heart ſhould take off the diſguiſe by 

Which a Papiit may happen to be covered, eng 

: it would e be | to the age of rel 5 


* That ſaints may 10 che fame thing by” 
The Spirit in fincerity, _ 81th 
Which other men are tempted 85 
And at the Devil's inſtance do— 
And yet that thing that's pious in 
oy The Ie in t 'other | is a ſin. 


5 FI tte am I, os z and 3 1 Hudibras : 
CO u better underſtood by Mr. Sellon than the ible, or any wri- i. 5 
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gion, were the flicep's dachi taken off front 
the back of every rav nn won, who has al- 
lumcdh it. 
reaſon why 1 adhirets my ſelf to Mr. Wel. N 
ley as well as Mr. Sellon, is, becauſe they ſtand 
nin the fame relation to each other, that {ubſiſted 
between Simon and Levi; the work being ſup- 
poſed the mutual production of both their Pens; 
and although Mr. Weſley ſhould find it conve- 
nient to deny his having any hand in the writing 
pot it, he is well known to be the publiſher, the 
hook being ſold at the Foundry. Were I there- 
fore to underſtand, and uſe it as Mr. Weſley' * 
own performance, I ſhould be juſtified in fo 
doing by the laws of our country, which con- 
...- Hacer. the publiſher | as ſtanding on the author's 
pedeſtals. I do not know but I ſhould indeed 
have taken Mr. Weſley for the ſole anthor, = 
___ well as ſeller of this performance, had I not at 
firſt deemed him more of a gentleman, than to : 
_ deſcend to ſuch low, vulgar, and illiberal abuſe _ 
ol the objects of the author's reſentment, as is 
fitted only for the meridian of Rag-fair, or the 
more famous Billingſgate. But as for craft and 
cCunning ſophiſtry, inſtead of ſound and fair rea- 
foning, I will match the Rev. Mr. John Weſley 
gagainſt any man that ever ſtained paper with 
pollution. J am therefore willing to place to 
that gentleman's account all that wiſdom diſ- 
c—)ͤxvered in ſhi ifting off argument, and blunting 
the edge of truth; and allow the Rev. Mr. Scl- 
lion the honour of all the illiberal and abuſive | 6 
” language uſed in the performance. 15 
The extenſive dominions of the Britiſh * ; 
could produce but few men who would pretend 5 
to anſwer all that Doctor Gill has written in de- 
| fence of Predeſtination, and the final | nate e- 
nts rance 


0 


13 


rance of the ves within the Wort extent pf 4 
ſingle hymn, beſides J. Wefley, A. M. ſometime 
fellow of Lincoln-college, Oxford. And yet it 
paſſes among your people as a, full and com- 
plete anſwer to the Doctor's n which 
are repreſented to them as dangerous to peruſe. 

It was the cuſtom of our divines formerly, when 

| Popery ſpread her {able curtains over all the 
nation, to forbid the uſe of the Bible, as well 
as the writings of J. Wickliffe, and other re- 
formers; for the very ſame reaſon, “ It was dan= _ 
e gerous to read them.“ And without all doubt 
the Popiſh gentry were in the right, for what- 
ecver advantage the reader might have obtained _ 
by the peruſal of them, they were very dange- 
rous to the church, by which the intereſts of 5 


the clergy were then called. Mr. Weſley is 


| equally juſtifiable in prohibiting * the uſe of 
Calviniſtical books among his ſocieties, ſeeing, 
although the knowledge of error can never affect 
the ſtability of truth, yet were his people en- 
couraged to a freedom of inquiry, and exhorted _ 
do ſearch for themſelves, it might greatly endanger 
his own authority, and tend to invalidate his hither. 
to almoſt, if not altogether, infallible ipſe dixit. I „5 
give it therefore as my cordial advice, that ſo 
long as Mr. Weſley wiſhes to have the direction 
of his people's conſciences in his own hand, 1 
he will continue to ah * the t of 3 a tl] „ 


= 5 e Se. Ta every 3 ——; to 8 , 5 
every ſociety, and that frequently and earneſtly, the reading 
the books we have publiſhed preferable to ny: other. Min. of 


r 7 


feat partly the Scripture with my notes, partly hs cloſe _ 
Practical Lracet which » we are arch in proſe and verſe, et 


p. 20. 


* „ 
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55 l the reading of all authors vpon | 
the ſide of Particular Redemption. 5 
I beg, Gentlemen, that you wil! rightly under- | 


ſtand me here. I do not mean that you ſhall in 


| fo many words expreſsly command them, under 
pain of excommunication from your ſocietles, 
not to touch any Calviniſtical book, whether 
ancient or modern: no, I aſſure you 1 mean no 
ſuch thing; for ſuch a command might be dange- 
rous to your intereſts; and have a tendency to 
_nnmaſk your deſigns. But there are other me- 
thqdds leſs dangerous and as effectual which may 
be taken. For inſtance, you may, as hereto- 
fore, repreſent Goodwin, Owen, Erſkine, and all 
former Calviniſtical (or as Mr. Sellon calls them, k 
______ Calvinian writers) as Antinomians; for that is a 
name that will terribly frighten your people, and 
eeffectually anſwer your deſigns *. And as to 
I writers, you have an expedient ready 
at hand: you have nothing to do but this, 
when you find yourſelf overmatched | in argu- 


* This is preciſely the method w hich has 1 uſed in Mr, | 
= Weſley's connection theſe forty years, and it anſwers to ad- 


— 


miration, for there is not one of an hundred of his followers, 


who knows what an Antinomian is; wherefore it is generally 


underſtood to be ſome kind of an Hydrean monſter, more to 


"hs guarded againſt than even damnation itſelf, as appears from 


tthe declaxations-of ſome of their preachers. What would my 
Reader think if he heard a man declare from the pulpit, 4 That 
Ol be awould rather be in hell with devils and damned ſpirits, than 
in heaven with God, on ſuppoſition that he is capable of giving 


grace to one, and not to another?” Would he not conclude 


1 hell is not ſo dreadful as the doctrine of Predeſtination, 
eien Mrs Weſley calls Antinomianiſm, is thought to be? 
CLeſt my charging Mr. Wefley's followers with ignorance 
' ſhould be thought too harſh, pleaſe to take his own words, | 
Man Ro of our people are as ignorant as if they had never 

the Goſpel, they know not whether Chriſt be God or 


3 
. man.“ ee of Conference p. 1 


ment, 


' Wein :whict, ab: frequently happens, you may 
| repreſent the author as writing in a bad, angry, 
and unſanctified ſpirit, unbecoming the meekneſs 


of a Chriſtian; and if you know any foible of his, 
it will be much for your advantage to make it 


as public as you can: and ſurely it can be but 8 


venial fin, to flander our neighbour in our own 


- perſonal defence; and what many people as per- 
fect as you are, have thought very needful to 
do for the glory of God, and the good of the „ 
cauſe. And, beſides this, ſlander will ſink twice 

FO deep from lips ſo much venerated, as it would _ 
from any pair of lips whatever in leſs eſtimation _ 

for ſanctity. To read in 1 book that comes 


abroad under the imprimatur of the Principal 


of the Foundry, that the late amiable. and e 
meek Mr. Harvey, ſhould have left the native _ 
| ſweetneſs of his diſpoſition behind him, and 
| . poured all manner of abuſe, as Mr. Sellon wit» = 
neſſeth, upon the Rev. Mr. Welley, A 
doubt produce very ſalutary effects upon — 
people, and fix an indelible enmity in them 
againſt his eleven Letters, as well as his Tue 
10 and As PAS 10. But why ſhould I attempt 
to carry coals to Newcaſtle, or teach the Rev. 
Mr. Weſley how to invalidate the authority of 


authors of a different perfuaſion, ſeeing ſuch a 


length of practice, mult by this time have nent 5 


: him very near to perfection? 


Indeed, I have myſelf, on ee penny replies 


to ſix or nine ſhilling books, and full anſwers 


that never entered into the controverſy, been 
led to admire the wonderful command, which _ 


you had obtained over your own conſcience, eſ- 
pecially as it proves ſuch an heavy clog to ſome 
people, and prevents them doing their neigh» 

bours that injury to which galled pride might ſti- 
3 2 mulate. 


E 


8 For my own part, as 1 N no mercy 
to expect at your hands, and never intend to ac- 
_ cept your offered grace, I ſhall even, in a good- 


natured way, ſign you a licenſe to repreſent me 
as bad as you will, only ſubjecting you to one 


N | reſtraint. Now, if this is not generoſity, ſurely, ” 
Gentlemen, you never met with it in all ar 


5 r 


I. Then you may al; me a WOE for ſo = 
am in your ſenſe of Chriſtianity, and I am de- 
_ termined never to believe in a Saviour, whole 


blcod and righteouſneſs are not ſufficient, of 


_ themſelves, to ſave thoſe for whom they are pro- 
vided, without the cooperation of the creature; 
© Saviour who is notable to fave to the ſw. | 


g moſt all that come to God by him. 


II. You may call me Atheiſt; for ſo I am, : ac- 
vomling to your notions of the Deity, and Jam 


determined never to believe in a God, who can 


bave thoughts of love to me for my faith to-day, - 

and thoughts of hatred to me for my fins to- 
morrow. If I cannot find a God, who is of one 
mind, and cannot be turned, the thoughts of 
whoſe heart are invariable as his nature, even to 


the lateſt generation, 1 ſhall en die an os - 


: corrigible Atheiſt. 2 
III. But you muſt not call me a Papiſt; £ 1 I am 


1 At never to be of that communion 
where the ſprings of knowledge are ſhut up, and 
where freedom of inquiry is denied me. No, 
1 affure you, Gentlemen, I am too proud to ſub- 


mit to let others think for me, and be bound 
implicitly to believe my teachers, whilſt I labour 
under the conceit of being myſelf poſſeſſed of an im 
maortal ſpirit, capable of reflection; and which, if 
| —.— ſhould happen, to lead into a 2 ditch ,might find it 
8 very 


9 3 


fy very difficult to 4 out again within damage. 
To perſuade me that believing as my teachers 
would have me is the true faith of the Goſpel,  _ 
or that there is much advantage ariſes from 
| ignorance, muſt be a work of great labour and 1 
time, therefore I will not be a Papiſt, and of 
courſe, Gentlemen, I ſhall not chooſe to ſit under 
pour miniſtrations becauſe of their Italian ex- | 
| : £ traction. Y „ = 
1 am very nach difvleaſed. at the Haw Mr. 5 
Sellon's having charged the Papiſts with being | 
adãs red hot Predeſtinarians, as he deems Mr. Top- 
lady to be, and for proof adducing the doctrine 
of Auſtin, as well as that of Thomas Aquinat. 
Before that Auſtin is acknowledged to have 
been a Papiſt, it may not be amiſs for you, Gen- 
tlemen, from your great knowledge of eccleſiaſti- 
cal hiſtory, to ſhow that there actually were Pa- 
paiſts, according to the modern acceptation of that — 
appellation, as early as the fifth century, other- |] 
wiſe Auſtin's having been a Predeſtinarian will! 
not prove Mr. Toplady to be a Papiſt. But if it 
ſhould ſo happen that Mr. Toplady, Eliſha Cole s 
Ke. are of the ſame ſentiments with the doctors 1 
in primitive times, I hope to prove, that you 
pyourſelves have the honour of ranking with the 
 Romiſh gentry of a later date, when Popery be- 
came Anti-chriſtianiſm indeed, I mean with Bel. 
larmine, Hemengius, the Annotators of Rheimes, 
and the Doway Divines ; and that too, not in ax 
particular point of doctrine, but in every general 
article inſiſted on by Mr. Eliſha Coles ; ſo that if 
Eliſha Coles, Dr. Gill, Mr. Harvey, and Mr. | 
5 Toplady felicitate themſelves on the counte- 
nance given them by all the reformers, and all 
5 the confeſſions of reformed churches every where, 


you — 


- 
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yon are no leſs happy in being patroniſed by 
names, at this * the n * in the 
be annals of Italy. | 


The work "indeed; is ; very laborious; nid what : 


2 perhaps none but myſelf would venture to un- 
dertake, and what I ſhould not venture upon, 
| were it not that the ſtate of the caſe ſeems now 

dio call for every man being claſſed with his own _ 
Proper company. We ſhall therefore, however 
laborious, bring the matter to a fair iſſue, by ſec- 
ing whether the honour of ranking with Papiſts 
of reſpectable name, is due to yourſelves, or to 
the Predeſtinarians, as you are pleaſed, in the 
depth of your humility, reproachfully to ſtile all 
who believe in falvation by Chriſt alone, with 

3 out any ſpiritual cooperation of the creature. 


One inſtance only, I beg leave to trouble you 'q 


with in this letter, in which the moſt beauti- | 
ful harmony between you and the Popiſh evan- 

geliſts ſubſiſts relative to the cauſe of election. 

= '- Sellon gives us a clear and ſummary view of = 
BY * caſe 71 in the allowing words : G 


1 2 ; 18 « Got 


* * . Ode WY | 3 | by 
1 I had not known 3 intimate 8 fubiting be. 5 


t ween the Rev. Mr. Weſley and Mr. Sellon, I ſhould (<a = 

'X jay that the litter had waggiſhly and wickedly, not having 
the 

haft of ridicule, to be hiſſed at by the many-mouthed multitude. 

But ſeeing I cannot conſider it as intended for ridicule, I am 

| oblized to conclude, that it was the utmoſt exertion of grateful 

friendſhip, to ſet forth the praiſes of the man who had ſaved 
him from everlaſting perdition, and from the far greater evil of 


ear of God before his eyes, held up the former on the 


being carried er . a belief! in the doctrine of abſolute Pre- 1 


deſtination. 
Let no man account me 4 for n the power _— 
_  faving ſinners to the Rev. Mr, Weſley, ſeeing, that for ſo do- 


ing, 1 have His own. IEG An of Conf. p. 19. Rule ba 


jp U 15 ] 


0 God determines to choofi e 2 me of the fallen rate ü 
| « to eternal life. Such was his pleaſure. And to 
4 chooſe them upon ſuch terms as were agre cable 


„ to his holineſs, witdom, jultice, and mercy in 


1 conjunction. Here is his good pleature ſtill. 
« And theſe terms ſhall be repentance towards 
« God, faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 

« be ande ſpringing from that faith. Still his 
good pleaſure. And every one that complies 3 
„ with theſe terms ſhall have eternal life. This 
e too is his good pleaſure ; and to all this there 
e is nothing caſual, contributor v, or motive out 
of himſelf, It is all of Free Grace. Well then 
to go one ſtep farther. Jonx, for inſtance (I 
5 e ſuppoſe John Weſley 18 intended), John will 
- .- 6 repent, - believe, - and obey ; therefore Gd 
B John to eternal life. Now, although _ 
ee repentance, faith, and obedience | 1 
4 the reaſon why he is elected, yet it is no cauſe, — 
2... (unleſs it be /ine, qua. non, which has nothing 5 
4 to do with efficiency) contribution, or motive 
5 « to his clecttion: Upon. thoſe terms. Theſe acts 


TY he FRE this: to „ his bi preches « Do not md your rules bur Eo 
keep them.— 8 
8 Surely 1 it would be abſurd in the higheſt degree, to ſuppole that 
bis preachers, the very underlings among his helpers, can ſave 
fouls, and he himſelf be deſtitute of a ſaving power. Farther, 
to convince the Reader that Mr. Weſley does not conſider him- 
| ſelf 1 in that diminutive light, attend to his modeſt direc tions NV. 
given to the ſaid ſaving helpers, Min. of Con fer. p. 20. Rule xii, 
Act in all things not according to your own will, but as a fon 
— the Goſpel. As ſuch it is your part to employ your 
d time in the manner which ws direct (it is not as Chriſt di- 
| * reds). Above all, if you labour with us in our Lord's vine- 
yard, it is Ae, that you ſhould do that part of the work 
 * which ws adviſe, at thoſe times and places which ws judge 
4 moſt for his glory.“ Then follow the directions by wick 


ou have nothing to do but to ſave ſouls.” 


. * are to fave inen, too large to be N here. 
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eg of "FO did not canſe, did not aff 55 did not 0 


„ „nove God to chooſe ſome of the fallen race, : 


nor to chooſe them upon certain terms; nor to 


This long paragraph which I have iden- | a 


e ouſly quoted, is far from being without ſome 
ſymptoms of its being the production of a fallible 


pen, as want of grammar and ſyntax are the 


5 of its blemiſhes. Before I produce authori- 
tiies for its leading deſign, 1 ſhall beg leave 0 
offer a thought or two of my own upon it. 


I. As God hath fixed certain terms, ſuch as 5 


| repentance, faith, and obedience as conditions 
on ͤ which only de will chooſe men to ſalvation 
and eternal life, and that every man by fulfilling ” 
ES theſe conditions or terms may have eternal life ; 1 
| you do wrong in talking of his chooſing ſome _ 
only upon theſe conditions, ſeeing he certainly 
cChoſe all if they would but do as John does, by _ 
| believing, repenting, and obeying. This brings 
to my mind a ſaying of the famous Jeſvit, Cardi- © 
nal Bellarmine, in his Treatiſe de Gratia, On 
God's behalf,” lays that learned diſputant, « like. 
— Melua grace is Hives. 7⁰ all Mey but the fes 


708 will s 


* 


„ fix thele terms as they are; nor to make com- 
e plying with theſe terms the condition of his 
„ obtaining eternal life: much leſs was John's 
repentance, faith, and obedience the cauſe f 
e repenting, believing, and obeying, and 
1 thereupon of his being choſen to eternal life. 
„ Hence it is plain, that God may chooſe men to 
s eternal life upon the foreſight of their iin 
e and works, and till it ſhall be according to his 
„ own good pleaſure, and the whole of man's 
4 «& {ſalvation matter of Free Grace, eſpecially « as. 
: © God works in him to will and to a”: 85 


: * in Chriſt.“ 7 
HSlnuecauus, another learned 1 of the. 7 roy oburck 5 

againſt the Reformation, ſays: If /o that God preferreth ſume 
4. becauſe of their faith, and rejecteib others becauſe of their un 


= « belief, there is no wnrighteouſ, neſs with God, becauſe the cauſe 
„ the di Herence in God's clectiou is parents, namely, the re- 


E 


4 ill of nan mabeth 5 1 whereby * 


: 4 lieving makes the grace of God more gectual.” 25 


Here the Cardinal expreſſes your meaning in a 
plain compendious manner, and evidently ſhews 
us, that if God has fixed certain conditions, ON 
which alone he will chooſe men to eternal life, 
that it muſt be the free will of man that makes 


the difference between one and another. So 


„ appointed by God, ſhall da eternal life,” i 
ſtrictly orthodox at Rome 


That all the ways of he: Moſt High muſt be ” 
| agreeable to his wiſdom, juſtice, holineſs, and 


-. aha! according to Bellarmine, your propoſition, 5 
ol That every one who. complies with the te1 _— Re 


88 is a i incontrovertible, but it is not 


— God did decree Hi the beginning, to > elect, or r chooſe u 


Chriſt, all that ſhould believe in Chriſt to falvation ; ; and this | 


1 proceeds from his own goodneſs, and is not built upon 
any goodnels in the creature. I think abſolute and uncondi- | 1 
1 election and reprobation cannot be found in holy writ, 5 


IWeſley's Dialogue between a Predeſtinarian and his NMricnd. 


Hemengius, one of the moſt zealous Popiſh writers againſt the 


| Reformation. hath the following ſentence expreſhve ot the very 


quinteſſence of Mr. Weſley's doctrine, We do not believe, bc- 
© cauſexve are foreſeen and elected, but becauſe ave believe wwe 


„ abere foreſeen and clocted to life.” Again, fa ys the ſame wri- _ 


ter, „God hath choſen thoſe whom he fore 


= on ſheet to their faith. 


From theſe and many other Kune 8 might be TTY is 
- dab it 1s clear even to a demonſtration, that the doctrine 
preached at Rome is identically the ſame with that of the 
Foundry, and ot che >reſt o of Mr. Wanner 3 ene in Grunt Bri- | 


ain and. Ireland, 


0 Ty: e 5 6 5 


aw would believe 0 
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1 clear, that to have founded the decree of Elee- . 
tion, upon a foundation ſo precarious and un- 
certain, as man's willing, repenting, believing, 
and obeying, would have been fo highly be- 
coming unerring Wiſdom. For what if none 
might have proved fo tractable as Jon did: and 
none had repented, believed, and obeyed? then 
all the deſigns of mercy might have been fruſ- 
trated, heaven continued empty, the manſions 
of glory untennanted; the whole of Revelation 
might have been given in vain, and the blood of 
Chriſt might have been altogether uſeleſs with _ 
reſpect to man's ſalvation. If all men ſtood in 
the divine purpoſe on a level with Jon, and 
there was a poſlibility that John might not have 
repented, believed, and obeyed, the ſame poſſi- 
RD © + non-complianee equally affected the 
. whole, and every individual of the human ee; 
fo that there was a poſſibility that not one of 

_ children of Adam ſhould ever r finally receive f 8 
ITY. 5 


If John - Had Gree: meet, or if f ne ſhould yet ſee ” 


meet (for although an old. man he is {till alive) 

to forſake his repentance, faith, and obedience, 
do that the Grace of God ſhould. prove, after all 
his paſt goodneſs, to have been given him in 
voain, and that although now a perfect man, the 
08 Jolm ( (Weſley) ſhould yet become a calt- 
„ be finally damned; God's having cho- 
ſen him on account of his faith and Works, will 


yield him no very comfortable reflection in the 


8 regions of deſpair. . And 1 WHY Lend not EN 5 
| 5 with 


* Sowie of this Bae (male PR Tong hard bil. | 
pered their ſuſpicions to one another that their venerable. 


DENT ES leader is not — made vp: of 3 and even have ex- 


N 10 s © 


with all his preſent repentance, Faith, and obe- 


dience, fall away and periſh as well as another? 
Now, if John may fall from Grace; ; and if all 
men have an equal power with him to ſtand or 
fall; to improve, or to neglect and abule the 
ED Grace of God, then may all fall ; become caſt- 
aways, and periſh eternally ſo that not A 
the race of mankind, however juſtified, aun 
and perfected in love, at ſome certain period, 


ſhould ever hold out to the end and be ſaved. 


| Then might the Devil have triumphed over a 
70 difappointed God; Chriſt might have beheld all the 
travail of his ſoul in hell, which would have 
yielded him but little ſatisfaction, and elect an- _ 
gels might have ſung that mercy, by which all 
might have been ſaved if they would; but which 
indeed has left them all to periſh, becauſe ey 


_ would not fulfil its conditions. 


I ſhould rather ſuppoſe, that it is more be- N 
* coming the perfections of Deity, to eſtabliſh his CE 
council in ſuch a manner as utterly to preclude 
| any future diſappointment. For inſtance, when 
God proclaims his great name: The Lord, the 
Lord God merciful and gracious,” &c. that heſhould OR: 
| have made proviſion, that the deſigns of his mercy 5 
ſmhould not be fruſtrated by any future intervention 
of ſin. When he prepared manſions in his heaven- 
lu kingdom, that he ſhould have aſcertained their 
70 Ea and not have left their occupation, or 
| — void, to the uncertain choice of ever- 


EE preſſed ; A whe" leſt this 0 man ſhould "A Wund on examina - 
tion, to have ſome appendages of the fleſh cleaving to him; : 
but I hope their fears are groundleſs. That fitter in „ 

ſhould not blow e head * a Party, leaſt the * t thou a 


& uffer, 
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5 changing man; "For all are not to immutable as 855 
the Rev. Mr. John Weſley. . 
This repentance, faith, and obedience, are 
fixed as the terms of Election you tell us; and 
Fÿoet you immediately add, that after all there is 
nothing caſual, contributory, or motive out of 
Himſelf (i. e. God), it is all of Grace. Why 
ſhould Meflrs. Welley and Sellon depart fo far 
from the rules of common ſenſe and grammar, 
as to talk of Free Grace, when in fact nothing 
but meritorious works are intended, Suppoſing 
now, Meſi teurs, that we were, for the lake of 
argument, to grant, which yet muſt not be 
allowed as truth, that God fixed thoſe general 
terms of his Election, and that there was no mo- 
tive out of himſelf to move him to this, what is 
that to Join or me: We are not to ſtand or fal! 
N gencral rules, but by particular applications, 
or the reverſe. Shall I aſk the reverend and 
very powerful authors, if Foln's repentance was 
in God, or in himſelf; if 7% believed, or if 
God behoved: for him; if John obeyed, r ik 
. Join s obedience was all in God himſelf : For 
wee are told by the fame dictatorial pen on the 
one hand, 4 That 7% is choſen to eternal life 
e upon his repentance, faith, and obedience ;” 
and on the other, we are. told that „there is 1: Os. 
© thing caſual, contributory, or motive {tar 
& Johns election) out of God himſelf. It is al! 
« of Free Grace. And yet God would not have 
( choſen Fohn, if John would not have repented, _ 
believed, and obeyed.” Whether God ſhewed 
„„ -__ Grace, or John of a tractable ſpirit, may _ 
do ſome appear difficult to determine, but to me 
the odds are very much on John's ſide of the 
e For it is beyond a doubt, that God's 
: election - 


to * 1 if hone{t 2 . not Nen "ey enough, e 


to confirm God's decree with reſpect to himſelf, 
by] his own repentance, faith, and obedience. 
« ſohn, for inſtance, will repent, believe, and 
: « obey, therefore]. hn is choſen to eternal life.” 
Far be it from me to queltion Js devotion 
and tractabi lity, for I firmly believe, that no 
clerk in Great Britain has been 3 exact in 
4 tithing ne mint, and cummin * *, than 1 he hath 


been. 


= > dance, mint, and cummin.. - Without 1 inquiring whather 
Mr. Weſley does or does not neglect the weightier matters of 


the law, it may not be improper to ſnew that he deals large in 


the ſmaller commodities, after very ancient example. A ſew in- 
| ſtances will be ſuficient, as they are all taken with preciſion | | 


fro: n his own N in 2 bis Minutes ol WN and his Baxy 8 8 


"The Ga are ome: of Mr. Welley's $ Band Rules to obe. — 


; rie tly obſerved by every member. 


. Ip © To taſte no ſpirituous liquor, no And * any kind: N . 


* leſs preſcribed by a phylician,” So that on an attack © 


46 a flatulent cholic, a perſon m/s fee a dofor i in order to. 


be allowed a glafs of br andy, | 
u. 40 To pawn nothing, no not to ſave life,” 8 thay a 3 
ſon having ever Jo many things which he does not imme- 


 drately. Aan in necd. of, muſt periſh avith hunger, rather 8 : 


than part <vith any of them to obtain a preſent ſupply. 
I. « J wear no needleſs ornaments, ſuch as rings, car- rings. 
5 . ee | hace, or Tuilles.” A 7 bis rule pets Joe my 
. iiſelf. 3 g . 
IV. « To uſe no decke lt im iugense, ſuch as | akin muff ! 
— 7 51 0 and tobacco, unleſs preſcribed by a phyſician,” So 


that if. yon are tratlable children, every pipe of tobacco, and x : —- 
res "Pinch of ſuf Joh are allowed 888 "ſe; 7 5 


Dag ales! This 3 to his woſul experience, may rake 
that mournful lamentation, Iſaiah i.“ I have brought up chil- 
12 W and nid Bae what 58 * me 5 4 "wo at the Conte- 
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' been: To r vou that I am Anssbes than 
ſet before you a ſummary view of Zohn's works 
of merit. He hath not only repented and be- 
| lieved his own Way, but he hath obeyed by faſt- 

| ing. "I" is . to was A * and mortifica- 


tion, 8 


rence he aſks, p. 16. 40 Hove thoſe 3 in \ Band left off muff and 
drams?“ and receives this melancholy anſwer. No, many 

i are ſtill enſlaved to one or the other.“ For the remedying 
of which a new law is given, prohibiting the * fromm 
touching either on any account. 


Take now ſome of the qualifications requiſite to be a preacher 


in Mr. Weſley's connection. 


| Queſtions to be aſked one to be admitted an helper. | 
Do you know the rules of the fociety ; 3 of the Bands? Do ou — 


2 keep them? 


Do you rake no fauf? * gerd ? aw} Do. you Pe 


| | Aantly attend church and ſacrament? Will you preach every 


morning and evening, not lolling upon your elbows ? Will wg 


ES recommend faſting both by precept and example. P. 37, 3: 


Do you deny yourſelves every uſeleſs pleaſure of ſenſe, ima- 


5 gination, and honour? Do you uſe only that kind and degree 
of food which is beſt both for the body and ſoul? Do you eat 

no fleſh. ſuppers? No late ſuppers? Do you eat only three 
meals a-day ? Do vou take no more food than is necetlary at a 

: Om: ? How often do you drink wine or ale? P. 33. 


Common ſenſe, if appealed to, will declare that there i 


5 more real evil in detracting from a man's character whilſt living, 
and belying his dying ſentiments after he is dead, than 1 in all 
the above 8 ; 5 
Much frets : appears to be laid upon this faſting on \ Fridays b 
from its being ſo warmly preſſed upon the preachers in their an- 
nua conference : an inſtance or two I beg leave to lay before 
my Reader. Do you read the books which we adviſe, and 
none other? Do you feſt as often as your health wall permit, : 
_ & eſpecially on F ridavs ?” Min. of Conf. P+ 30. = 


ſtrictly prohibited, 


66 G04 led us into faſting at Oxtord : and he led you « all a 


« jt when you firſt ſet out. How often do you fait 1 now ? Eve- : 
- 32 I Friday, In what degree?“ P. 31. 5 


Which if vou faſts every Friday in the y car! > | Which of 


us fills at all? Does not this ſhew the preſent temper of our 


„ minds (though not of all) to be loft and unnerved * How then 
7 | EY can 


1 


tion, therefore he is a rare 0 1 devotion. . 


In 1729, John began to mortify and purify him 

ſelf by faſting every Friday, ſo that now for the 
ſpace of forty-two years, John hath faſted every 
| Friday, and in this current year has not lefs than 


tw O thouſand one hundred and eighty-four Fri- 


days to place to his own credit with the Al- 
mighty. For the want of this faſting among his 
85 preachers, John tells us in his Minutes of Con- 

ference 1770, that they are become ſoft and 


| _ unnerved, the work of God droops, few are con- 
vinced, few are ſanctiſied, few are juſtified. =—-- 
that it would ſecm that this faſting is indeed the 


| ſpring of the ſucceſs of Johns miniſtry ; how la- 
mentable muſt it be, that the preachers cannot 
deny theniſelves victuals on Fridays; ſecing 


that by their ſo doing many may be convinced, | . = 
_ juſtified, and fancified ? But few people, as ; 


5 us himſelf, will do w what he does to fave | 
the fouls of ſinners 8 . 2 8 
| Beſides the two bebe one - end; and 


eighty-four - faſt days, Fon has ſtrictly and | | 


| punctually ſet apart . hours every day for re- 


tirement and private devotions, which amount 
to fourteen hours every week, which | in the 3 


5 « can we ries" es work of God, . we may preack 7 


| . loud and long enough ? Here i 18 the root of the evil; "hence . 7 
the work of God droops. Few are convinced, few are juſti- TO 


: 1 fied, few of our brethren ſanctified. Hence more and 
M7 more doubt if ve are to be ſanctiſied till death; I mean ſancti . 
Po «. mom” gs," vga from all fin, pertected in love.” 8 


5 ſouls began 1 in ſaſting upon Fridays; ; hath been carried on by . 
faſting on Fridays; and muſt all Jo to wreck and ruin, unleſs 
nis 3 will fol! 0 F tg: exam ple, and faſt pou Friday s. 


forty. — 


1 rom all of hen it appears _ Mr. w eſley⸗ q work of W | 


1 
1 
U 1 
7 

* 

1 

* 

$ 

1 

„ 

F 

* 
1 
* 4 
5 * 
vi : 

Y 

* 

= 
a * 
* 1 

= - 
42 8 

4 
1 5 
* 

I- - 
= 
3s 1 
5 

1 
1 
b 4 
4 
= 
"0 4 
7. . 
5 

} 

"*} „ 
= 
F 

£ 
1 
* 

H 
_ He 
17 ; 
i 

. 

F 

* 
114 


„ 


forty-t two years. that John has wie the leader 
of the flock, amount to no leſs than thirty-three 
thouſand nine hundred and thirty-ſix hours of 
private devotions, beſides all other times of oc-- 
Caſional retirement, which has been very conſi- 
daerable. Moreover, three unſtudied, inſpired . 
ſermons every day, which is twenty-one a week, 
and forty-five thouſand eight hundred and fixty- 
four ſermons in the ſpace of forty-two years *. 
| Beſides his framing of laws for the government 
of many thouſand people whom he hath faved, 
Whether John faſted upon good fiſh on Friday, 
as his brethren on the Continent are ſaid to do, 
er actually pinched his belly, I cannot certainly : 
tell; but ſurely no {mall dependence may be 
8 had upon John's works, if works are, as he tells 
us, the condition of our falvation. Min. pag. ut. 
5 "But what a terrible thing would it be, if after 
- e Fohn ſhould loſe all this perfection, and be 
„ e at laſt? which very poſſibly may be the 
- _ caſe according to his own dottrine. 5 


There are yet other things to be noted in” 


Jois favour in a way of negative ſanctity. His 
wo.ife is debarred the uſe of ruffles, rings, and 
jewels: he himſelf takes no ſnuff or tobacco, 
\ drinks no drams, or ſpirituous liquors ; eats no 
food but what is good both for ſoul and body, 
nor drinks he any thing but what promotes his 
fſalvation, and fits him for ſaving others. Theſe 
aare rules laid down p. 53. of the Minutes for the 
Oblervance of the Preachers, and which, to be 
fur 8 he e obſeryes himſelf, 


* TY B. There are the —_ of eight ee years to * put ; 


wo the above calculation, which | Is a very conſiderable advance in 
favour of this elect . 


1 


5 
1 


E 

1 have equally as bien an opinion of John's s im- 
portance, as I have of his ſanctity; hs own ben 
bears witnels to his importance, and 
ö reject the teſtimony of a perfect man: Jays Maſ- 
ter John to his pr cachers at Conieence: * 
« What. can be done in order to continue this 
union which now fubliſts among zou? In- 
** deed as long as I live there will be 10 great 
difficulty: I am under Go the centre 0 of union 
to all our travelling as well as local Preachers. 
„They all know me and my communtation. 
They all love me for my works lake, and 

- therefore, were it only out of reſpect to me, 


ho woul d 


0 they will continue connected with each other“? 


and 


his zeal, Kkintlly offered to have become the 
utre of union to all the clergymen of the 


THis is not all, for the ſaid John, in the ardour. 


5 C Church of England, who believe and preach ſal! 


W by faith; and that he does not ſtand in 
IE s own preachers, '- is not owing to any mo- 
defty or diffidence with which he was burdened, 
but merely to their intractable diſpoſition. For . 
bs he: © It has been my deſire that all theſe mini- 
8 ters who believe and preach Jalvalion by faith, 


£ F 
(e 


«+ 7 N 
; » + 


not hinder, but help one anothe r. After occa- 


De /ionally preſſing this in it ate Were : 
wherever I had oppor tunity, TIT wr ot down my 


ug gave this up. I can do no more. They are 4 
« rope of ſand, and Rel. the ey will continue T” 


1 AG. p P. + Bad. : 


'D : — The 


the ſame relation to them, in w hich he ſtands to 85 


might cordially agree between them fel Wet, ad 


th oughts upon this head, and fe nt t/ n to AT 
In a letter. Out of fi fifty or ſixty to whon ! 


wrote, only th rec vouchſafed \me an anſwer. So 
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"The: 5 wt wh light in which John appear: 


beyond ths e enlighten ed clergymen | in the Churct 
of Eng bs ne, mult be clear [to every intellipc; I 
Reader. ſohn drew, but they would not run. 
He wou id have directe x them, but they would 
not obev. He was ſtaunch, but they would not 
buds © a 1 inch wo of their own way to follow 
him. hen he drew, he found them a rope of 
10 ſand, upon whic h there is no dependence, Now 
if the kcader is defirons of knowi ing the term. 
of union with Mr. om in the capacity 
preac hers, you may take them as follows 1 in i 2 
own words * * . «The caſe conti nucd the fame en 
« 4e munber. of preac hers 1 reafe ed. ] had juſt 
* thi fame power till, to appoint when, Where, 
and how ca frould help me. And to tell ay, 
« if 1 ſaw meet, I do not le fire your help an 
longer. On theſe lernt, and no other, we jboin- 


7 * 


e al at firſt; on theſe we continue foi nc 18 I The f 
gare of all the pre -achers, and of all the PEO! 
«Ties upon ME, and ir a burden indeed,” 

1 How arc lent muſt Zohn's zeal be in compar: riſon 
of thoſe ropes of land he complains of, ſe eing he 
was even willing to add to the grievous burd 1 
of power already caſt upon him, the care of 10. 

leſs than fifty or ſixty cle rgymen? And what 1 
vantage would it have been to the church, would 
thele clergymen but have given them! ehves up 


* 


to his uncontroulable direction, as all the Mc 
ES thodiſt preachers of his connection have aftually 
done £0 > be told whe 1, where, and ROW they ſion! 

| preach © | . - | 3 
A farther inſtance of Jolin J importance, is the 
abſolute dominion he has over thc people 


_y 


4 75 
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YE: me, * ſays "Ol « the people. in gener at will feat 420 

1 mit, but they will not ſubmit 20 any other Wy 
'The reaſon of which we have in the | tame page, 8 
and is his great ſuperiority over all ners; for 


| 55 he: © /f you can tell me of any one c or of any 


1 five men, to whom may transfer tFis burden, 
„% who can and will do juſt what I do 11 , 85 will e 


« heartily thunk both them and you.” TIN. 


Io o be ſure, this does look ſomewhat like ſelk⸗ T 
| exaltation, but it amazingly ſhews the impor- 
| tance of the man; and it will be inferred, that 
> although God may have choſen 70% to eternal ; 
life, on account of his repentance, faith, and 
obedience, it is n proof that Malter Sellon, Char RE 
Weſley, and myſelf, are choſen upon the ſame 
terms; ſeeing we have it under 7% s own _ 
hand, that he can do what five others cannot do 
= equal propriety. Poor John has a heavier nr 
en to bear than ever was laid upon Paul 
the Apoſtle ; as the one has the care of both _ 
_ preachers and people, but the other ſpeaks f 
the care of the churches ouly. To ſhew the 
conſiſtency of an extraordinary ſtep having been 
taken in Johr's election, be it remembered that 
he eſteems himſelf as an extraordinary meſſenger. ts 
In what view,” ſays this great man, & may _ 
« we and our helpers be conſidered x Her haps: ar; © 
® EXTRAORDINARY' MESSENGERS, deſigned 5 
| © by God to provoke others to jealouſy .“ Now., 
although this has no manner of tendency to dis 1 
cover John's humility, it muſt needs make the 
| Importance of his perſon manifeſt. Jois hel- 
7 or inferior 88 are e extraordinary met- 5 


bur 


A. cafe p. 82. * Mn. of Corfere 5. 16. 


D Ei 5  ſengers; 5 
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- ſengers; and yet they are undee the direQion. ot 
aſſiſtants, and the atliſtants themſelves are under 
the ſole direction of Maſter Fon: how extra- 
ordinary muſt he then be himſelf! So that upon 
the whole, Mr. Sellon, your propoſition, thats 
„ Cod h ath choſen John to cternal life on account 
© of his rep entente, faith, and obedience,” is not 
ſo wonderful, neither will it anſwer the defired 


end, unleſs you could prove that Charles is allo ; 
- choſe n on the ſame conditions *. 


To a man who can repent, believe, and obey, 


+ to be ſure nothing can be more deſirable than ſuch 


a {ſcheme as conditional election; but although it 


is altogether anſwerable to 70%u's qualities, alas, it 
will be of little vſe to thoſe who can neither will 
nor work; ho find not how to perform that 
which is zood, and are indeed inſufficient of 
1 themſelves to much as to khink . Ale 


* This particular. notice high: God 3 is 1 cad to las taken 4. 
C ohn from eternity, on account of his repentance, faith, and 


: obedience, brings to my mind one of Mr. Sellon's contracted. 
- ſiyings : I defy all the Predeſtinarians in the world, with al 
„ their knowledge of God's decrees, to prove thar God men 


s tioned the name of John Calvin, El: ſha Coles, or any othe 
66 


perſon of their party from eternity; ?” Yet two pages alter, 
he tells us of what notice God took of John in his decrce ; 


And John tells us himſelf, that God would have been unjuf 
if he had not done ſo. Although no perſon of the Free Grice 


party were, as Mr. Sellon charitably ſuppoſes, named in the 


purpoſe of God, yet he modeſtly concludes that thoſe of |: 
on party were expreſsly pointed out by name like John, I ſup- 


poſe his modeſty would not ſuffer him to fay Walter. Thi 


_ conceſſion, however, I am free to make, that it the whole part) 


Who experimentally believe in abſolute election, were actually 


= paſſed by unnamed, that there never was one of them ther 


charzed the Almighty with injuſtice for his neglect of them, 


28 John would have done, had he been treated i in the fame man 
ncr. "FF d. . Con, we p. 18. | 


5 ſam Q 


| E 29 2. = by 
fame Kine of Cav: ation w hich would be very L 
ſufficicut for the reſpectable Phariſee, will not 


by any means reach the caſe of the poor Publi- 
can! mv; the Pharilee can repent, believe, and 


| obey, 1 ike 7ohn, but the poor Publican can do 
5 nothing but ſin and rebel; ſo that although 
vation by Works, may do very well for him who 


has ſtore of obedience, it will leave the poor man 
Who has no power to work, to periſh 7 in his im- op 
becillity. . 
But why does not Nr. Selle and Mr. Welley p 
f ceaſe from ſpea! ing about Free Grace, ſeeing 


that Mor is the ſcheme. by them adopted? In 
the Minutes it is expreſsly declared that, Sal. 


. vation is by Works as a condition,” and with 
great authority it is aſked, „ good works are 
not done to procure the favour of God, what are 


« they done fore” And in the Anſwer to Mr. 


Coles we are given to underſtand, that God 2: 


T would not have choſen even John himſelf, if 5 
„ ene would not have believed, repented, nnd -- 3 


obeyed. The clear ſtate of the caſe: 18 conciſely 
laid down by the A Rhemiſt Annotators on Rom. x. 


TR We ſee then that it is in a mans free will, 
Ho believe, or not lelicue, to obey or diſobe 


« the Goſpel or «truth preached.” Now as John . 


1 Welley, Mr. Sellon, and the Popiſh divines are 5 


ia general of opinion that ſalvation is condi- 


tional, and dependeth on our faith and obedience, 


> i certainly wrong to blind the multitude, by 
crying ont © Free Grace,” when in reality Gur 


down works are intended. It is a point long 


ſince decided by the Apoſtle Paul, that if falva- _ 


tion is at all of Works, as you aſſert, it cannot 


be at all of Gracc. Either it is of \ Works or 
F 1 Grace. 


e 


1 198 IF: ep 
= Grace: "You By it is of Works as the com E = 
|: tion. I ſay then with the holy Apoſtle : „It is 
S - ++ no more of Grace.“ Why then, Gentlemen, 
will you not call things oy- their on r 3 


names? 1 
Ame not the leaft objection to your bin 1 
WM ing lalvation by your own repenting, believing, 


and obeying, ſeeing you deem yourſelves capable 
| of it: it is your impoſing on the public a jumble 
lt of Works and Grace confounded, whilſt ſalvation 
— Works is abſolutely inculcated upon the 
preachers in private conference, which I am 
_ offended with. Would you throw off the Gi. 
agauiſec and publickly avow falvation by Works in 
plain terms, I ſhould give myſelf no manner f 
trouble about confuting you; but if you will 
talk about Grace when Works are intended, ſome ET. 
5 pains mult be taken to clear up the miſtake. DW 
The following ſentence is ſomewhat myſte- _ 
rious, and muſt be clear ed up to ſatisfaction be- 


. r Foo ones Ho eonger watt try 6x th — 


OD eee e eee eee 


fore it is pr operly underſtood. Although Fol 1 
=} « repentance, faith, and obedience be the reaſon 
© why he is cleded, , yet it is not the cauſe, ( unleſs 


e it be ſine qua non, which has nothing to do with 
00S efficiency ) contribution, or motive to his election 
upon thoje terms" : 
John's 1 repentance, faith, 6d 1 is OP OR 
= reaſon, you ſay, of his election to eternal life, but 
not the cauſe, contribution, or motive of his be- 
2 we ug upon theſe terms, unleſs it be ine 1 
gra 77 The preciſe. meaning of which is, if 
> ungerſt and it aright, © God of his own Free 
Grace decrecd to chooſe all mankind to eter- _ 
nal life, ON condition they would repent, be- 
« licve, and obey.” T his is the Free Grace 
you | 


[ | 31 ] 


you mean; and this an le Alen without repro- | 
| bation; a chooſing where none are left. John's 
perſonal religion is not the cauſe of this General 
Election and Free Grace. Is not this your 
meaning? But his obedience is certainly the 
cauſe why he is choſen rather than another who 
does not repent, believe, and obey like him. So 


that though Jonx is not important enough to 


have been the cauſe of God's decree, he is in 
fact the cauſe of his own falvation and accept- 
ance with God, or in 1 other words, of his own 


5 clection. 


Vou know, you admit that john 8 repentance, 5 
faith, and obedience, is ( ſiue qua non) the cauſe. 
8 his perſonal election, and of courſe of his ſal- 
vation, as without theſe he could not have been 
at all choſen to eternal life. I ſhould be glad if 


in future you would diſuſe all ſcraps of Lats 


as they only tend to blind the Reader to your 
leading ſcope; and ſpeak in a tongue known to 
the Eygliſh Reader, as better adapted to convey 
inſtruction to the vulgar underſtanding, eſpe- 
cially as you and I have not the hope of Sn 
5 many: readers of erudition” . 
II be reſt of the myſtery. 3 in this. 
1 paragraph, 1 ſhall for the preſent paſs by anne» ..: --:- 
ticed, that I may have room to note its con- 
55 cluding ſentence, which in fact undoes the whole 
ſhyſtem: „The whole of man's ſalvation is mat- 
er of Free Grace, elpecially as God works in 
6 him to will and do.“ Fie, ße, Mr. Sellon'!- -- 
after you had built up ſuch a beautiful — 
why ſhould you have beat it to ruins by ſuch _ 
an ill-judged remark? A remark which will 


ſtrip your friend Joux of all the glory we have 
been aſcribing t to him! in the above Pages. | 


John 
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5 John will repent, believe, and obe y, but it 
is God that works in John ſo to will, and ſo 
to do. Alas! what then has John more to boaſt 


of than thoſe that are damned ? Seeing he had 


never willed, never obeyed, if God had not 


wrought in bim both the one and the other. lf 


God works in a man 7o will, he certainly /eall 
will. If God works in a man 0 do, he certainly 95 
fall obey. God cannot be ſaid to work in a 


man 70 will, unleſs by the divine influence he ac- 
- © tually do will ; nor can he be ſaid to work in a 


man to obey, unleſs he actually doth obey. Sup- : 


poſing him to work ſome motions tending that 85 


way, and the faid motions by any means be 5 


5 ſtifled, it can never be ſaid that theſe work- 
ings of God in the heart are both to will and — 
cto do, notwithſtanding the natural tendency of . © 


the motion ag they are Aified before we 


5 either will or do. - 2" 
If God works in men both 60 will N . : 


| he certainly knew from everlaſting where he 


would or would not thus work. Many have 
neither willed nor done, and therefore are caſt 


dut into darkneſs and perdition, from which one 2 
would be led to conclude, that God never 4 - 


tended to work in them both to will and do; 


it would be difficult to ſay what ſhould fraſleate 2 


Ons huis intention. In like manner, faith. a voor | 

tance either are, or are not divine gifts; either 
the fruits of nature, or the fruits of the Spirit; = 

if the latter, they are not ſurely at John' s com- 


mand, and can be no cauſes of his election; but 2 


. if the former, the cale is quite otherwiſe. 


That faith and repentance are both divine 
bitte che * ſolemnly teſtify, Te ii. 8. 
paul ; 


L 8 1 


Faul aſfiitcs us that Faith is the gift or God, and 
not of ourſelves, on which account it appears 


to me that God having given to Jo that faith, 
which he hath not given to others, is more 


likely the fruit of election, than its ſpring and 
cauſe. It being a gift of God, ſhows that it is 

not a fruit of nature; and God, in whoſe mind 

no freſh idea can ariſe, who with one glance of. 
his all-comprehending eye, ſurveys all the inci- 


_ dents of eternal futurity, muſt needs have been 


perfectly acquainted with his own work, and 
where he deſigned to beſtow the future the fav= 
ing donation. Therefore his purpoſe to beſtow _ 
faith upon Fohn, or to work in him to repent, be- 
lieve, and obey, is in all reſpects tant: to a : 


decree of ablolute election 


Flaithi is the gift of God in al that it i: not : 
1 barely the principle of faith, but its tene 5 
cContinuance, and victory. Now God muſt needs 

know with the utmoſt preciſion where he would „ 
ie, and from whom he would with-hold the 

E entenſwe, the comprehenſive bleſſing of believing 5 
to falvation; or, as you expreſs it from our 
Ahpoſtle, where he would work in the ſoul both 
to will and do, and who he would leave to ceaſe 

from willing, doing and obeying. For this will- 
ing and doing which is under the influence of 


divine operation, cannot eaſily be fixed to any 


particular ſet ſeaſon or period. If Mr. Weſley N 
or Mr. Sellon have found out preciſely the pe. 
riod, will they be pleaſed to oblige the world 
with a ſuccinct account of it; as it may be E 
the greateſt uſe in exciting the people to take 
Particular notice of, and to improve that precious 


hour of viſitation.” Or can you, Gentlemen, 


—__ a | Proper and cogent reaſon, why. conti- 
Ha orb nne . 
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nuance of faith, and its victory, ſhould not be 
the gift of God as well as faith itlelf ! It you 


Can, now 1s your time; if you cannot, we ſhall _ 


certainly conclude that faith in all that it is, is 
the gift of God, and ſo reſolve our perſeverance 


in faith into the abſolute ſovereign goodneſs of 


him, who works all things after the counſel of - 
; hys own will. 


Once more, beten 1 conclude this ons Aer, 


5 give me leave to recapitulate what has been ſaid _ 
before, that, in my opinion, Mr. Sellon in his 
Defence of the Church of England from the charge 
of Calviniſm, was certainly wrong in charging 
the members of the Church of Rome as being 
in general Predeſtinarians, becauſe Auſtin, and 1 5 
Thomas Aquinas who were of that communion, _ 
happened to be of that perſuaſion. Auſtin you _ 
know lived near a thouſand years before the Re- 
formation, and it can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed that 


the ſtate of the church ſhould continue preciſely = 


the ſame in point of doctrine, from the ſixth to 
the fifteenth century. In Auſtin's day the Church _ 
wuas pure in compariſon of what it was in the 
daays of Luther and Calvin, and as for the {fera- 


phic Doctor, he was a rare inſtance indeed. But 
to come at the true ſtate of the doctrine of the 


| A  Romiſh Church, we muſt conſult the Rhemi/h 


— Doway Divines, and Bellar mine the Jeſuit, 


Henengius, Hubert, Puckſius, and others, who | 
=. - wrote againſt the Reformers: then ſhall we 
fee that if Auſtin and Aquinas rank with the 


modern Predeſtinarians, you yourſelyes, Gentle- | 


men, have the honour of being manifeſted _ 


of the claſs of Anti-reformers in point of doc- 


= trine, in 1 head that Is handled by Eliſlia 
=, 177 5 — Coles. 


28 E 39 * 


1 The taſk will, perhays to you, be frmewhat 
umpleaſant; but trial of ſpirits remains ſtill a 
. duty, and may profitably be attended 
Y won God * tuccels in the 3 at- 6 
5 cempt. = 


1 am, 
AEVvIR END GENT LEMES, | : 
very reſpedfully, 


: Your humble Serv 2285 


„ PLL 


tx: 


REVEREND GENT LEMEN, = 5 
70 muſt not miſtake me, for * never ima - 


. gined that the doftrine of Abſolute Pre- 

deſtination of the Elect to holineſs here, ang 
glory hereafter could be grateful to the pride of 

man: no, Gentlemen, ſo intractable is human 

5 pride, that it will neither lead nor drive, unleſs 
it may reap ſome laurel to its .own aſpiring : 

| brow, by fulfilling the conditions which it hatn 
laid down to itſelf, or fancies that God has laid 
down for its performance, in order to procure _ 

his favour *; therefore I am not at all ſurpriſed _ 

to ſee the ſons of Anti-chriſt of every name, and 

1 every age militating. e a doctrine ſo ſub. . 


00 ts whole: work of ande e the nu - 2 
merous ſectaries which abound, there are, praperly ſpeaking, but 
two religions, the religion of Chriſt, and that of Anti-chriſt, or 
of the Publican, and of the Phariſee; and theſe two religions 
differ as widely from each other as -heaven and hell, and are 
as ſtriking a contraſt as the characters of Chriſt and che Devil. 
Ihe religion of Jeſus conſiſts in a loſt and periſhing | ſinner, 
having nothing but wretchedneſs of his own, coming to an all- 
ſufficient Saviour for pardon, acceptance, and a full ſalvation, _ 
merely on the footing of Sovereign Grace. On the other hand, 
the religion of pride, or of Anti-chriſt, confiſts in a bringing ta 
God the tithes of anniſe, mint, and cummin, or its propoſed 
conditions of which it vaunts. This is preciſely the difference | 


between Mr. Wefley” $ religion, and that of Eliſha Coles. 


verſive 


E ** * 18 


verfive of human virtue, and 1 religion, 1 
mortifying to the {elf-righteous devotee, caſhier- 
cad upon all hands, by men of ſelf-eſtimation. 

Por as Jeſus himſelf is a Saviour only to ſinners, _ 
ſo his religion is ſuitable only to the ungodly, to 
the blind and lame, to the halt and maimed, to 
them who work not, being without Rrength, | | 
$ and only believe in him who juſtifies the ung ody. 
Too them indeed, and only to them, it is an 
acceptable ſaying, « That whom he predeſtina= |! 
| « ted, them he alſo called; whom he called. 
8 them he alſo juſtified; 3 and whom he jultificd, 1 
[them he alſo glorified,” They find that it is 
not in man that walketh to direct his ſteps, "Rn 
therefore rejoice that all their goings, in the di- 
vine life, are eſtabliſhed by the Lord. They have 
undergone a painful amputation of the Working 
hand, and from a ſenſe, and only from a ſenſe, 2 
-- = i" their own entire helpleſſneſs, are glad to hear 
of a finiſhed, independant ſalvation, perfectly a- 
| dapted to their circumſtances. Their principal 
care is not how the Almighty God will juſtify _ 
| himſelf to man, and vindicate his conduct in 
| Judging of the world; but finding themſelves 
| miſerable and ungodly, guilty rebels, and iu 
| themſelves damned criminals, how they them 
ſelves ſhall be juſtified with him, and be adlmit- 
| ted to ſtand forever in his preſence. And as 
they can ſee no way in which theſe bleſſings can”. 
be obtained, but by a being held juſt through _ 
the obedience of another, and having ſalvation 2 
wrought in them in all its ſtages, by the good 
| ſpirit of the Lord, they are made willing to ſub- _ 
mit to a ſalvation which is divinely ſovereign, _ 
and abſolutely independant of all creature co- 


operation, willing. or doing whatſoever. 5 
Nor 
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- Nr aupht. this, their entire helpleſſneſs, their 


lying at the feet of Jeſus in that helpleſs condi- 
tion, and their earneſt longings to be ſaved in 
dependant of all works or endeavours of their 
own, to be offenſive to thoſe who have a power 
to will and do; or who can faithfully improve = 
that power which God hath given to them, in 
his firſt motions upon their ſpirits. A poor 
wretched ſinner like me, who can neither will 
nor do the good pleaſure of God; who cannot 
Wo, improve the grace of God in any ſenſe ; Who in- 
_ deed can do nothing but ſin, may be allowed to 
truſt in abſolute grace, without exciting the in- 
dignation of thoſe good people, who can and do 
— fuſtil conditions. If you think that you can be 
fla ved by fulfilling conditions, and if I am certain 
that I muſt be damned if my ſalvation depends in 
the leaſt upon any the lighteſt conditions by me 
I to be fulfilled; have not I : as good a right to with 
fror ſalvation by grace alone, as you have to truſt 
for a falvation partly by grace, and partly by 
5 orks of righteouſneſs of your own performing. 
If an hale and active Phariſee, ſnould happen to 
come paſt, where a poor unhappy traveller lay, 
by thieves plundered of his all, and ſo maimed 
and bruiſed that he can neither run nor walk, 
nor in the leaſt move without help, would it 
not be prepoſterous and abſurd to upbraid the 9 
poor man for riding on the good Samaritan's 
| horſe. Let him who can do what God is faid 
to require, as conditions of ſalvation, perform 
them all, and exert himſelf to the utmoſt; only 
let him not be offended with a poor finer that 


can do nothing, for gladly receiving every office 


of kindnefs at the hand of the F riend of ſinners. : 


There : 


"IM 


1 ] 


"There is yet another thing that we differ not 


= * little in. Your main care ſeems to be about . 
your fellow: creatures, leaſt it ſhould be thought 
that the Almighty does not give to every man a 

fair chance for his life. You are even pleaſed to 

tanke the poor Pagans under your protection; as 
as if the holy God did not know how to do that 
which is right concerning them, without the in- 
terference of Chriſtians. I mult freely confeſs to 
you, that when my wounds pain me moſt, and 
feel my bruiſes moſt ſenſibly, that my firſt —_.- 
are about myſelf, what ſhall become of me: how 
may glorify the Redeemer here, and enjoy him 
hereafter. As to the conduct of God towards 
the Pagan nations, and the reſt of the unconver- _ 
ted world, it gives me no uneaſineſs: nor can! 
think that I am called to be his advocate any farther 
than he has made me his counſellor. One thing 
* he hath indeed taught me, and that is, to know 
B That: ſecret things belong unto the „ 
And I reſt perfectly {atisficd, that our God, whoſe = 
love, whoſe. purpoſes are like himſelf, immnt- 5 
able, When he is called to Mr. Welley's and Mr. 
Sellon's bar, will be able to juſtify all his pro- 
_ ceedings; and: that the arraignment of his de- 
cree as horrible, will not be numbered amongſt 

your works of merit, by which you procure. (as 5 

+ Mr. Weſley fays) the divine favour. Fo” 

__ Having juſt mentioned the Pagan nations, * 

Wen obſerve concerning them, that although 5 
dare not meddle with cheir eternal ſtate, becauſe 

I am unacquainted with it, I cannot well avoid 

| taking notice of that dvincible obſtacle to their 

lalvation, which the Rev. Mr. J. Weſley has 
throw in the way. Dialogue between a Predeſti- 

5 narian and his Friend, 6 P. 7. . As we are ſaved 
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ET by faith alone, i unbelief is the only damning ; 
L ſin.“ I am wont to think that every {in in its 
own nature is damning, becauſe the {cripture has 
denounced the curſe againſt every breach of the 
moral law, But if unbelief is a damning lin, and 
the only damning ſin, the poor Pagans are in a 
deplorable ſituation, unleſs Mr. Welley could 
indeed prove, that they are believers. Either 
they are believers or unbelievers. If they arc 
believers, they muſt have hcard the Goſpel of 
Jeſus: for how © /aall they believe unleſs they 
ae heard?” If they have not heard, then 
have they not faith, and ſo are under the power 
ok unbelief, the only damning fin, and of courſe 
muſt all be damned, according to Mr. Weſley. 5 
= upon this want of charity; it is abſolute 
oper,  Þ his is no random daſh of Mr. Weſleys 
5 for he tells us in another Tract , that 
e thoſe who periſh, are damned for not believing i In 
. « the only begotten Son of God ; therefore he mult 5 
abe died for "them, elſe they would be damned 
for not believing a lie.“ Admitting that Chriſt | 
died for all the Pagans, and that the terms of ſal- 
vation are believing and obeying; that hearing 
is requiſite in order to believing, and that all are 
Aunbeliecvers who believe not, and as ſuch muſt | 
periſh; the death of Chriſt, according to this 
wiſe man, leaves the poor Pagans | in circumſtan- 
Ces as deplorable as if he had : not at all died for - 
= their redemption. 5 


But 1 had almoſt forgot. my leading deſign, 


7 : | which i is to ſhew you the harmony of your Wri- 
Pw tings, and thoſe of the Roman Fathers, concern- 
5 vg the doctrine of Election; and chat eee 


* | Scripture boar of Ablotur Prdetnaton p. 13. £22 
= Mr. 


44+ 


Mr. Coles e diſcourſe on Gods Sovereign 
ty, is countenanced by Scripture, and by the con- 
feſſions of every reformed church, it hath not the. 


leaſt countenance from writers on your ſide of - 


the queſtion, either in the Engliſh or Romiſh 


Church; and that all the enemies of the Refor- 


mation were as violent enemies as nal can v0 


= abſolute unconditional Election. 5 
Ihe Engliſh Proteſtant Reader cannot 3 IE” 
void being agreeably | ſtrack, with the perfect | 


agreement of your reaſoning with that of the 
Papiſts, a ſpecimen of Which 4 purpoſe now to 


give him. 


„ leni coals Convdered, page 2 ; 
Mr. Welley ſays, © How ſhall God in juſtice . 
5 «* the world, if there be any decree of reprobation? 


For awhat ſhould thoſe on the left hand be condem- _ 
„ ned? For their having done evil? | They could _ 
i « not help it. There never was a time on which 1 

( they could help it. Shall he then condemn them 


for what. they could not help ?: c. c. - 
His Grace, Cardinal Bellarmine, the Jeſuit, i isalſo 
5 of the ſame opinion, and condeſcendingly enough | 


| ſuppoſes, that © if man had not free will, there 5 


I © would be 10 place left for reward or puniſhment * . | 
00 for i a man do evil of neceſſity, he deſerveth. no 


T4 puniſhment and iff he do well unwillingly, he 


: cc 1s wunwwor thy of reward *, * Mr. Welley' 8 ſenſe 8 6 | 
is one with the Cardinal, only not quite ſo expli- 


cit: we ſhall, therefore, make the one to explain 


the other. « How ſhall God judge the world? “ — 


ſays Mr. W, ey; ; * Seeing there can be neither 


1 reward, nor puniſhment,” ſays Cardinal Bellar- 
- nine. 6 * Thoſe « on the left hand never could help . 


+ ill s Synop. P. 940. 
a wi n 


"4, : 
4 
1 
0 | 
A 
þ# 
| 


* — — _ 
e n RR I oP rang? 
IT'S . - A * e 


— of 


* 


FFP ME „„ rr eee 


* r 


ern rern 
*. — E 


er 


n 


— —_— ———— 
* 


C | 


4 — 
ee, 


D 


top OE 


e 2 2 
a 
: © 


Taal 


« doing evil, ” fa s N. Weſley. . « Dig evil of 
6 necellity,” Firs the Cardinal, © they deſerve no 
« puniſhment for it.” 80 that never did two 
gamblers play into each others hands with more 
exactneſs, than does Cardinal * and the 
Kev. Mr. John Weſſey. : | 


To be ſure Eliſha Coles was ut opinion, that 


"God might do what he would with his own, and 
might have proceeded with all men, upon an old 
covenant foundation, if he had ſeen meet, and 
ſio to have held the breakers of his laws eternally 
accurſed. Eliſha cannot ſee wherein there would 
aan) injuſtice have appear ed, even if the firſt ſen- 
tctence againſt fin had been executed with the utmoſt _ 
rigour, without any promiſe of life having been at 


all given. Life is a gift; and that can with no 

pPiropriety be a gift, Which cannot be righteouſly E 
wWith-held, if meet unto the giver. Vet, if Mr. 
WMeſley is to be believed, God could not have been 


85 juſt, without giving this life to every child of 


Adam; fo, at leaſh, that all might have obtained 
:--- 2 JE: they would. He ſays, But God might _ 
_ & 7uſtly have paſſed by all men. Are you ſure of 


; : nit L | G 


_ SC that? Where is it written . cannot find it in 
tie word of Cod. Therefore 1 rejed it as a bold, 
2 « precarious aſſer tion, unſupported. by holy Seri p- 
. ce ture. Then he makes his opponent to object 
wn dim, « But you know in your own conſcience, that 
«K he might juſtly have paſſed, To which he himſelf | 
anſwers, deny it *. But for my own part, 
4 very freely confeſs, that whatever injuſtice E 


there might have been in God, in paſſing by the 
Kev. Mr.. Welley, there would. have been : 


none in poſing by —_ 


* * Predefinaion » calmly Confdered, Pe 18, = 
God 


9 8.0 


God would have retained inv iolably juſt, 10 1 | 
had never heard of his grace; notwithitanding 
this important Clergyman has a claim thereunto; 

and daringly chargeth God with cruclty, on ſup- 
poſition that he had been paſt by, and not choſen. 

Nor can I ſee wherein the injuſtice of God 


Would have appeared, had he even cut down re- 
bellious and perfidious man, on his commencing 


ſinner, and plunged him and all his poſterity in- 
to that ruin, implied in the death threatened, 


without ever promiſing, or giving a Saviour, 3 


And ſo contracted has been my rcading, or ſo 


treacherous my memory, that I do not recollect 
any one perſon, beſides the Rev. Mr. Wend, 
who conſiders God as having been bound in point 
ef juſtice, to do what he did in providing a Sa. 
viour. How i important mult that man be, w . 
[God could not with juſtice have paſſed. by? 1 | 
Strange doctrine indeed, to be inculcated in a 
| Proteſtant nation, by a member of the eſtabliſhed _ 
Church of England And ſtrangely deluded people, 1 
v ho crowd to hear a publiſher of ſuch blaſphemy! 


I meet with nothing equal to this arrogance in 


the writings of even abſurd Papiſts, though in 


8 every other reſpect, their doctrines are preciſely 


* the ſame with your OWN, as the ſequel will diſcover, 
God created man in a pure and upright condi- 


tion, perfectly able to fulfil that law he was plea- 
5 fed to give him, upon obedience to which his all 
depended. Man ſinned, rebelled againſt his Jaw- 


| giver, and became liable to the penalty of the — - 
| Jaw: how could grace become neceſſary on 
| God's part? might not the lawgiver, in the 

| fricteſt juſtice, execute the ſentence denounced, 


. without impeachment at the creature” $ bar. : 


333 
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As another inden of Mr. lohn Weſley's s im- 


portance, and which ſets his doctrine in a clear 
point of view, be pleaſed to peruſe with me the 
following paſſage * *: Obedience is the cauſe of my 
Election, love tlie cauſe of my obedience, faith the 
„ cauſe of my love, the Goſpel of my faith, Chrifi „ 
e death the cauſe of the Goſpel, God's Icve and pity 

_ « the cauſe of ChriſPs death.” From which un- 


common {train of reaſoning, this Au.hor not only 


gives the lic to Epheſ. ii. 8, but convinceth us, 
that his dependance for acceptance is not upon 
the merit of Jeſus, but upon his own faith, love, 
and obedience. Not but you, Gentlemen, have a 
N right to depend upon your own obedience, ſecing 
itt is deemed ſo exalted: but if Mr. Welley and 
MI. Sellon, are determined to plunge themſelves 
:,- ©. Into The ditch, it would be but candid in them, 9 
to permit poor ſinners, whoſe righteouſneſſes are 
but as filthy rags, even in their own eyes, to 
. place their dependance on the blood and righteouſ- : 
neſs of Jeſus of Nazareth, that they may eſcape 
the ditch of deſtruction. Vet this muſt not be 
permitted, as appears from the inſtructions given 
to Mr. Welley's miſſionaries, who as implicitly 
ſubmit to his directions, as the Jeſuits do to the 


general of their men”; Be pleaſed to review 


the Minutes of the Conference of 1770, at Briſtol. | 
. not this fatvation by WH rr? Anfſw. « Notby F 
« the merit of Works, but by V crks as a condition. 

RE that we are not quite ripe for embracing 5 
Mr. Welley's doctrine of falvation by the merit 
of Works, therefore it is gloſſed over with the 


word condition ; whereas it is clear from What 


RS follows, that it is the merit of Works Which! 18 


intended. 


* veripture Doctrine of 0 Predeſiination, b. 6. 


* hat 


AAA 


& | thirty years paſt © I am aſraid about words. 


T4 1 


« What have we then been tone bout for 


« As to mertt itſelf, of which we have been jo arc ad- 


The fully afraid, we are rewarded according Wa 
& Works, yea, becauſe of our Works *. How deer 
« this diffe „ from “ for the ſake of our Works f 

« And how does this differ from ſecundum merita 
„ Operum, as our Works deſerve © Can you ſplit 


« this hair © I doubt I cannot. —He are every hour 


and every moment pleaſing or difptea Ving to God 
« according to our Works.” _ 


Lay your hand upon your hearts, Gentlemen” 


and aſk your own conſciences, whether this be 

not the language of Anti- chriſt, and whether 

any miſſionary from Italy could better have ex- 

preſſed the ſenſe of the Popiſh Fathers ? Thoſe 

infallible teachers inſiſt on the neceſlity of Good 

Works, as Joined with faith, to be the efficient 

| cauſes of our ſalvation, which is preciſely . 
ſame with what Mr. Wefley maintains when he 

tells us, that his obedicnce was the cauſe of his 

eleftion. : Bellar __ the e on . 35 


* The Minutes af the 88 <a 8 PI he. had "> | 
- bre nor money, by any perſon whatever of a different com- _ 
munion, not even by any of his own followers, except by the 

preachers, and ſome few who bear office among them. Does 


not this argue a conſciouſneſs of ſomething being i in view be⸗ 


beſides the promulgation of truth? IS truth ever nd 


to ſhow her face before the public ? hidden works 


rarely honeſt : Yet Mr. Weſley thus addreſſeth his a 
5 alembled | in Conference:“ Count Zinzendorf loved to keep all 


** things cloſe; J love to do all things opeuly, Now, if he 


"loves to do all things openly, let him "aſſion a en why the ; 
. Fhnyres of Conference are kept ſuch a profound ſecret ? 


N ord are > but wind, tis actions ſhow the man. 
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has this argument: « JPork out your « own baute 
Lion with fear and trembling. Our light lic 
F770 2 unto us a more excellent weight of 
© glory. Ergo, our Works and Sufferings are the 
. ye of /atoation”, of which you know that 
Election is the firſt link, according to your own. 
iron chain above referre ed to. So that if Mr. 
Shirley, Mr. T oplady, and others, were alarmed 

oy at your Minutes, ou have abundantly compen- 
„ lated their pain, "by revealing to Which N 
vou b belong. 


Mr. Sellon to the dead Eliſha G is ex- 4 


envoy full of faith and obedience foreſeen, as 
3 the grou 1d of eterna! Election, which brings to 
muy mind a very pertinent argument uſed by his 
Eminence the Jeſuit, entirely: to your purpolec : 
„as not At raham our father juſtified through his. 
"> IM Works E Crit was Rahab the har lot juſtified 1 

5 « thy 0129/1 Ld orks ? Ergo, we arc - juſtified 2 
orb. * is true, the Cardinal docs not 
ned | 5 t that nb in diſtinguiſhing between the me- 


rit of Works, and Works as a condition; that 


taſk was left for Mr. Weſley, who, notwith- 
0 landing, 5 profeſſeth that he cannot ſplit it even. 
- Howev, er, it is clear that both Bellarmine and 
you contradict the Apoſtle. Paul, who ſays en- 


preſsly: „ That it is not of Works, leſt any man 


P ſhould boaſt ;” which the Rhemiſts thus ex- 
plain: Not of Works as thine of thyſelf be- 
ing unto thee, but as thoſe in which God hath 
— 0. made, formed, or created thee.” Which 1 
5 PT muſt mean, not thoſe Works performed 
under the infliience of mere nature, but ſuch as 


are Porto! med VF. the aids of Grace, as Mr. Sel- 
| | | | | lon 


, N * 47 3 


Jon tells us *: 6 Noah under the aids af Gr ace ſet 
„ himſelf to walk with God; aud ſo became 
( %%% m 88 
This Gentleman farther tells us T ·˖ 
2; contradiction in a Calviniſt is no uncommon 


thing.“ It was well for Mr. Scllon that Mr. 


Coles's head Was laid in the duſt, before he pre- 
ſented him with ſo many challenges ; ; but I am 
able to prove, from good and authentic teſtimony, 


that the Calviniſts have not engroſſed the ſole 
right and practice of ſclf-contradiction to them 


5 ſelves. I have ſhewn that the Rev. Mr. John 5 

Weſley eſtabliſheth with Bellarminc, and the 5 

5 mother Church of Rome Þ Satvation b uy, u ; 
e e but 9 


LM Page SY > ba te 5 

i W hin theſe ſew day 3 1 have hoo 5: dibly int forme? 1, th: at 
fr ace the late indulgence granted by Government to the Papi, 7 
their chapels in Mancheſter, and other parts of Lancathire, 
| have been very much crowded ; and what is very remarkable, - 
numbers of Mr. Weſley's e followers i in thoſe parts flock to their - 
aſſemblies. This attachment of the Weſleyans to the Popiſn 


worſhip, can ariſe from nothing bur the OxkNESS of the 


L doctrine ubliſhed 1 in Mr. W elley' s and in the Popich chapels. | 
As a ſpecimen of the ſpirit of Lancaſhire Papiſts, I may re- 
late a circumſtance in which the Author himlelt was perſonally a 


concerned, Engaged on a certain time in a diſpute with a 
Lancaſhire gentleman of the name of SLACK, on the article of 
1 ranſubſtantiation, and having both Scripture and reaſon on 
my fide, found it no great difficulty to contute and confound the 


| adverſary, which having done, the abſurd doctrine of a breaden 8 
God, made by the baker and the parſon, was held up in a ri- 
diculous point of view, which fo irritated the Pe piſt, that he 

F- * irted up in a rage, and ſaid, * Sir, I. ſhould rejoice o ſec you, 


and all ſuch Her etics as you are, burned at a flake.” So ſay- BY ; 
3 ing, he flung himſelf out of the room, as if all the company alt 


deen none other than furies of the pit. So much for the ſpirit 
of Topery; and which convinces me, that the 1 of 
8 | Rome 5 
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but his note on Epheſ. ii. 9. abſolutely gives the 
lic to his Minutes, and is downright Calviniſm: 
es Not of Works.”- 
„ ſalvation ts owing 70 any Wor ws you ever did, 
& will, or can do. So that it is plain, he 1s ſub- 
jet to Cav iniſtic fits upon certain occaſions. 1 
Feet, I muſt own, that it is not very ealy to ac- _ 
count for it, how the lame man can tell us: „that 
„ his own obedience was the cauſe of his elec- 
tion a and then to tell others, that no Works 
which they ever did, will, or can do, can be the 


-« Nether this faith, nor 


cauſe of their election and ſalvation, without 


ſuppoſing that he conſiders his own obedience 
as much. more meritorious khan that of other Y 
men. 


Mr. Selon Un the br" lets: of Election tell; 


© . us, that: Man (1 ſuppoſe he means all men in ; 
SE general) is elected to eternal life, but upon condition 
© only, that he Hives « all diligence to make his calling 
and election ſure.” But how this is to be donc, 
= may be to ſome, in his ſenſe of it, a very difficult 
inquiry; only as his fr iend Bellarmine has point- 
cd out the way, namely, by Good Works. The 
 Rhemiſh Annotators are very explicit in their 
note on this paſſage of 2 Peter i. 10. to which 
the Jeluit alludes.- They frankly tell us * 
Juat the certainty and effect of Pr Slaton 
„„ « 7s pr ocured by the Free Mill and Good Works of 
e pan, and that our well-doing is a means for us 
o attain to the effect of God's Predeſtination, that 
5 1, Jay aca to 0 He 6 eve * Mr. 1 in 


"Rams es ain the inks ri of namics and perſecution 


which ſound ley will ever thank right to confine w thin due 


Umits. | 
* Rbem. in 1 | 


this, 


197 


this, is as #he Skis to the Rhemiſh voice, 8 

be a us that the ſenſe is, © An exhortation o 5 
% u to be more diligent by courage, knowledge, tem- 
« perance, &c. to miſe our _ and evectron $0 


ds act No 
This brings to my Witenbranee the chirty⸗ 


fourth Minute of Conference 1770, where the 

chairman, after having reflected very ſeaſonably, 
„ the Methodiſts are no better than other 

— people;“ zealouſly interrogates his miſſiona- 

- But why are we not more knowing?“ 
Anſ. * Becauſe we are idle; we forget the very 
e firſt Rule (which I gave you). Be diligent: _ 

never be unemployed a moment: never be 
c triflingly employed,” &c. which muſt be allow- 
cd upon all hands to he a very good rule, ll tnited: ©. ©: 
to the taſte of church dignitaries. But the 
means of attaining knowledge muſt not be totally 
neglected, as it muſt needs be owned that Mr. 5 
Welley's ſocieties are ſufficiently ignorant. 
„ deſire that the ſocieties may provide the . 
-. Cx nISTIAN LiBRaRyY for the uſe of the 

0 miniſter.” Which is not only a very good 
way for promoting the ſale of the books, but 
may probably incline ſome of the ane 
10 {eek after the originals. 5 +5. 
Es - hope, Gentlemen, you. will not think W e 
bes here ] write unfairly, in mentioning the name 42 
- of miſſionaries, and the ſale of the books. In re- 
ET youu. to the * Mr. 3 — ſhall be 


3 Weſley in Los; 


1 1 The Chriſtian Library conſlſts of fry + 8 of Extrafts Hogs 
from reputable authors, but in which, for the moſt part, * - 
rere mage | to hd the language of the 6 Foundry.” 15 5 
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Be not weary.- 


"FE Fo 7 


| my voucher'® : « Why are we not all devatet to 

God, breathing the whole ſpirit of the M1s- 

„ S 1oNARIE S!“ ſo that it is clear, that Gentle 
man glories in the name of Miſſionary. To come at 


ſome knowledge of the whole ſpirit of the Miſſion- ; 


aries, it will be neceſſary to attend a little to 
Fo the queſtions immediately following: 2. Do 
s you rife at four? Do you faſt once a week ? 
Ones a month? Do you know the obligation 
or benefit of it? Do you recommend it to 
ED 


In regard to the ſecond, Boney mettioning 1 


the fale of the books written by Mr. Welley; I 

. may call on the ſame authority, Minute, xxxvil. 
p. 25. lt is the buſineſs of aſſiſtants to take 
& care that the ſocieties be duly ſupplied with _ 
"mM books, and that the money for them be con- 


&« ſtantly returned. To ſee that every ſociety 


8 « have a private room, and a ſet of the Ubrary 
. for the helper.” 1 


c The ſocieties are not half Capplied _ 


E books through the neglect of the affiſtant. 
« Why ſhould not each of you do like William 

4 Pennington, carry books with you. every ws 
0 Exert ee in this; be not aſhamed.- . 
N Locke no ſtone unturned. ha ; 
E Vou have not provided the library in every 
N e want of this —_ read traſh, ns - 


= Abies, 'þ «2 5. 23 35. Fes: 
4+ It (roms. Wilham 8 is not only a preacher t to 


5 MI. Weſley's mind, but is alſo a travelling bookſeller ; as the _ 
huoly fathers, the ſons of Loyola, are not only the profeſſed am- 
baſſadors of Chriſt, but to ſuit the purpoſes of the congregation, _ 
de propaganda fide, are n to ouny on al manner 1 


dulineſs.. e 


« Til | | 
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« Till this « can be done, let there. be ed D 
G ately in every place at leaſt the Notes (or the 

Bible) and the Tract on Oirginal Sin.” 1 
Again, to ſhew the excellency of Mr. Weſley 5 


writings above all others, mark p. 31. of the ſaid _ 
Minutes: „Read the Scriptures with our notes.” 
Perhaps you think it dangerous to read the 


Scriptures without &. © Is it wiſe to read any 


« till you. have read our Tracts and Chriſtian 


« Library! ?” The ſure way to. keep them igno- 8 


rant and teachable. It is ſomewhat unaccount- 
able how the Chriſtian world ſubſiſted before 


your Tracts were written, ſeeing it is thought _ 
follyto read any other; eſpecially as ſome people 
think that Jeſus Chriſt was not without witneſles, 


even before * ar roſe as Maſters in our Britiſh | . 
| Iſrael. 


* Ar canum, and claſſed you with your pr oy com- 1 
V 


Your n 1 


Nh * * Why this pass, if he "I WI are not e dangerous, - 
| ſeeing Notes incomparably m more e, are | abroad 1 in the lite · 
e MM 8 


N thus let i ina 1 of lr upon your f 
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